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FURTHER  DEVELOPMENT  OF  THE  CAMPAIGN  AGAINST  TUBERCULOSIS 


*  HUNGARY  -••• 


/Following  is  the  translation  of  ;an  article  by  Denes  Mosolygo,  > v  •  ' 
Department  Head  in  the  Ministry  of  Health,  in  Nepszabadsag 
(People’s  Freedom),  Vol  XIX,  No  21,  Budapest,  25danuary  1961, 
page  2j 

The  Government  decree  concerning  the  extension  of  the  fight  against 
TB  wate  put  into  effect  1  January  1961.  We  contacted  Dr  Denes  Mosolygo,  ; 
Head  of  the  department  responsible  for  the  direction  of  these  operations, 
and  asked  him  to  make  a  statement  regarding  the  execution  ofthe^decreev 
(Question:)  So  far,  what  results  have  been  achieved  in  the  fight 
against' TB  and  why  was  there  need  for  the  new  Government  decree. 

(Answer:)  As  is  generally  known,  before  the  liberation  our  coun¬ 
try  was  on  top  of  the  list  of  TB-infected  countries  and  at  the  bottom 
in  fighting  the  disease  among  all  European  countries.  We  have  made 
significant  progress  in  the  prevention  and  treatment  of  the  disease  during 
the  past  15  years.  The  drastic  reduction  in  fatality  is  the  most  striking 
achievement.  Gradually,  in  this  country  too,  TB  is  becoming  a  disease  of 
older  people.  Nevertheless,  TB  must  still  be  considered  a  mass  disease. 

(Question:)  The  rate  of  new  disease  cases  is  around  20,000 
annually.  There  are  140,000  registered  TB  patients  in  the  country;  of 
these,  the  number  of  Koch-positive  cases  (having  caverns)  may  be  estimated 
at  40,000.  What  are  the  reasons  for  TB  still  existing  as  a  major  disease 

of  the  people?  ■  ■  __  , . 

(Answer:)  Like  other  communicable  diseases,  TB  follows  a  cyclic 
pattern;  there  is  an  ascending  phase,  an  acute  phase,  and  a  descending 
phase.  The  difference  from  other  epidemics  lies  in  the  fact  that  the 
phases  last  for  a  century  or  even  200  years,,  rather  than  a  few  weeks  op 
months.  The  rise  of  capitalism  was  accompanied,  almost  without  exception 
by  the  appearance  of  TB.  According  to  Hungarian  statistical  data,  the 
TB  curve  reached  the  high  point  at  the  turn  of  the  century.  In  our 
country,  as  compared  to  Western  capitalistic  countries,  the  ,TB  epidemics 
started  rather  late,  finding- conditions  exceptionally  advantageous  to 
its  spread.  Since  that  time,  the  epidemics  had  been  curbed  considerably, 
but  the  number  of  infected  and  diseased  persons  is  'still  large.  Thus, 
an  extended  period  of  time  is  necessary  to  subdue  this  disease. 

(Question:)  What  are  the  provisions  of  the  new  Government  decree 
1  and  what  initial  action  has  been  taken  toward  its  execution? 
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(Answer:)  The  political,  economic,  and  industrial  progress  of 
the  country  the  socialist  reorganisation  of  agriculture,  ttortJLf 

&S  andfdS  °f  t?6  population’  and>  last  but  not  least  the  15-year 

erStiSlfT  P  arB  4,16  **"*"*??”■  the  eventual 

BCQ-vaooSatlonrofbttf»nt,>0f  tten  1??g‘r6”ge  Plan  «»  “=  follows:  the 
tho  1  :  th  entire  population  under  age  30:  the  screening  of 

T  populaJiop>  ^  two-year  intervals,  later  annSl^the 

for*  tr  arge-scale  development  of  in-patient  and  out-patient  facilities 
..  patients j  increased  financial  assistance  to  TB-patients*  and 

employment  for  persons  of  limited  employability.  ^  '  and 

■  '  :  .  responsibility  for  the  fight  against  TB  is  not  restricted  +ft 

pr  ^r„^arrLdtL:11  “ or  *•  “ 

owuggxe  against  IB.  These  include:  living  and  working  condition o 
ousmg,  and  the  educational  standards  of  the  population.  Plants  and 

aSll^fB^fe°  ^StabL^mp^en^S  S^ientsf^SyeveSion  of 
^ar^LHS^llaS  S°S  TB-cainpaign  b^all  S' 

and  treatment,  including  hospitalization  £  f£  d  “edJcal  examinations 
Thus  general-social  *K» 

£? 5",  If  income  bracket,  primarily  those  with  depXfenS, rice^e 
financial  assistance  in  addition  to  sick  pay.  *  receave 

on  the  parte3Ctte“ta°L,i’esKSaT?‘?i-e0,4%Cr11S  f°r  tre““d‘>'«  efforts 

ssgzzM  SiS 

tion  of  the  entire  societ7in£££a  +law+aims  at  whole-sale  mobiliza- 
m  i  e  society  in  such  a  way  that  each  and  everv  Hungarian 

S  sgXrSisIrlvf^iSar^1^  *°  ™p,tegin  the 

in  suppressing°TB?  ^  “pr°',elEents  W  ba  ^<=*ed  in  the  years  ahead 

i^^ 

lllness^that^can  be  prevented  and  treated,  and  consequently  eliminated. 

examinations  is  much  heater  tem"loSl?fv  c°*P“ls°iy  TB  screening 

ur  muen  greater  than  10-15  years  ago,  since  TB  spotted  at  an 
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early  stage  can  now  be  cured  in  almost  100  per  cent  of  the  cases.  This  is 
why  we  attach  such  high  hopes  to  the  results  of  the  government  decree. 

The  fight  against  TB  will  require  great  sacrifices  and  strenuous  efforts 
on  the  part  of  our  health  system  for  a  long  time  yet. 

More  and  greater  results  will  come  about  only  with  years  of 
arduous  work.  For  this,  a  considerably  increased  health  network  is^needed, 
as  well  as  the  support  of  state  and  community  organizations  and  of  the 

population  in  general*  r  '■  .  ......  ^  . 

We,  the  workers  of  the  health  system,  are  inspired  in  this  work 
by  the  prospect  of  freeing  OUT  people  from  TB,  -this  retreating,  but 
still  destructive,  disease. 


